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Parenting Coordinator Training:

Helping High Conflict Parents Resolve Disputes

October 15-16, 2009

A two-day workshop for those interested in becoming Parenting Coordinators, or learning additional skills for working with high conflict families. A highly relevant workshop for mediators, custody evaluators, lawyers, divorce counselors, therapists and other professionals who work with high-conflict families.
Parents with continuing disputes and chronic litigation about their children following separation or divorce present a difficult problem for courts, lawyers and mental health professionals and increase their children’s risk of adjustment and emotional problems.  This two-day workshop will focus on the rationale, role, structure and process of the Parenting Coordinator intervention, including the range of disputes resolved, effective court orders governing the Parenting Coordinator role including authority for settling disputes, practice and ethical issues, and case examples and group exercises. 

Participants in this two-day workshop will:

· Understand the hybrid nature of the Parenting Coordinator role that includes parent education, 

mediation, and where authorized, arbitration, and how the Parenting Coordination process helps reduce parent conflict and address children’s needs;  

· Understand the most recent empirical and clinical research on high conflict parents and their children and what makes them so difficult;

· Understand the distinctions between serving as a Parenting Coordinator and therapy, custody evaluation, or practicing law;

· Understand the ethical, clinical, and personal issues in serving as a Parenting Coordinator;

· Learn about Parenting Coordination objectives, best practices, models, and critical elements in court orders or parent consent agreements;

· Practice dispute analysis and draft clauses used to settle parent disputes; 
About the Presenter: Joan B. Kelly, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist and former Executive Director of the Northern California Mediation Center. Dr. Kelly received her Ph.D. from Yale University and her research, practice and teaching over 38 years has focused on research in children’s adjustment to divorce, custody and access issues, divorce mediation and applications of child development research to custody and access decision-making. She has published more than 85 articles and chapters, and her book, Surviving the Breakup: How Children and Parents Cope with Divorce, remains a classic resource.  Dr. Kelly was a member of the AFCC Task Force on Parenting Coordination to develop standards of practice, and was appointed in 2008 by the American Psychological Association to the Task Force to Develop Guidelines for Parenting Coordination Practice. She is part of a team assisting APA in developing an online course providing an overview of Parenting Coordination. 
Sponsored in partnership with the Whatcom County Parenting Coordinator Group and Whatcom County Superior Court.
 To register visit www.whatcomdrc.org      Questions? 360/ 676-0122
     CLEs Available
Early Bird: Sept 11th ~ $325 

Registration Deadline: Oct 2nd~ $395
                 Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center
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